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English language
History

6000 years ago in southern Russia lived a group of people, which were spoken by an Indoeuropean langugage. This language is deth, but it was an ancestor of many modern languages. They went to: north - west Europe

south - east - to Iran and India.

English was taken to other continents by british conquerors (to America, Australia, New Zealand, Africa).

Indoeuropean languages

It has seven branches:

1. Indo - Iranian (for example Hindi, Farsi)

2. Italic (Latin), Roman - from  Latin descended Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, French, Rumanian)

3. Celtic (Scottish Gaelic)

4. Germanic (German, English, Dutch, Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, Iceland)

5. Baltic (Russia)

6. Slavonic (Czech, Slovac, Polish)

7. Greek

3 sources of English

It comes from 3 different languages - German, Old Norse, French

1. German - in 5th century saxon tribes at the North of Germany spoke a kind of 

                  German

                 - from german cames ordinary words like man, house, and, summer

2. Old Norse - later was Britain attacked by vikings from scandinavia

                     - from this cames short words like to get, and words begining sk-                 like sky, ski, skate, skip           

3. French - biggest change was in 1066 - Normans from France conquered (invaded) Great Britain

                - they brought words like language, parliament, hotel, example
How we can learn english

· at school - nursary

             - basic

             - high                           free or cheap

             - university

· in courses (including language schools) - expensive

· summer camps - expensive

· self teaching (by our own) - have to be unrelenting (vytrvalý)

· from TV - free

· private teacher, foreign lecturer - expensive

· in foreign country - au pair

                            - work there

                            - live there (get married there)

· from tape, casette in corespondence course - quite cheap

· by coresponding with pen-friend - quite cheap

Countries where English is spoken

Like a: 1. mother language - GB (56 mil. of people), USA (230), Australia (14), 

                                            Ireland (3), Canada (14), New Zealand (3)

            2. second language - earlier british colonies

                                          - India, Pakistan, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Ghana,    

                                            Jamaica

           3. foreign language - hundreds of milion of people all over the world
Exotic words

English has been a great borrower of words. Some examples:

guitar - Spanish

bank - Italian

robot - Czech

science: helicopter - Greek

           temperature - Latin

pyjama, bungalow - Indian

tea - Chinese

coffee, sugar - Arabic

Branches in which English is spoken

- foreign travel, trade

- international political talks

- science

- conferences - political, science

- comuter world

- business corespondence

- sport - profesional

- pop music

- United Nations activities

- flying

- see transport

- space flights

- movie industry
British x American English

English language in Britain is based on spoken English of educated people in London and in Oxford (called standard English). There ae many lacal dialects in Britain, for example Scottish English or cockney (uneducated people of London East End).

There are some differences between British and American English:

1. American English is simple in spelling, less letters are used:

    colour, labour, harbour, catalogue, programme (GB)x color, labor, harbor, catalog, program (US)

2. Some letters are changed in spelling:

     centre, theatre, kilometre, whisky x center, theater, kilometer, whiskey

3. Most differences are in vocabulary:


British - American:
  holiday - vacation


 post - mail


petrol - gas
                             railway - railroad

              postcode - zipcode


flat - apartment                          limited com-      incorporated               hello - hi


motorway - highway                       pany         -     company                  sweets - candy


film - movie                                chips - french fries                              timetable - schedule (sk)


record - disc                               first floor - second floor                      shop - store


lorry - truck                                ill - sick

4. There are also differences in pronunciation:

    R - here, there, birthday, dirty, mark - less stress on r than British

 
T - water, letter, sweater, better, metre - Americans say d


A - after, ask, dance, chance, France - Americans say e


O - lot, not, dot, hot - Americans say a

