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Australia

Location, size, name, status - system of government

It is an island continent between Indian ocean and Pacific ocean. It is situated on the south of India and Indonesia, in the southern hemisphere. Tasmania lies on the south. It is the 6th largest country in the world. It has size like continental USA or like continental Europe. The is a tyrany of very long distances. There is the wast, red area - they call it „the outback“.

The name Australia means „south of Asia“, full name of the state is the Commonwealth of Australia. Australia has 6 states and 2 teritories. It is a British dominion like Canada. It has a democratic, federal system and the head of state is the British Queen. She is represented here by the Guvernor General.

Population

Australia has 16 million people and 3,5 million out of these were born overseas. The density (hustota osídlení) is one of the lowest in the world - only 2 people to one square killometer. People´s origin in Australia is mainly british, from british prisoners deported to this continent. There are also immigrants from Asia, but on the beginning of century the immigration was restricted by law (they have to pass an exam in some European language).

Most of the population is situated on the south coast, mainly in the big cities. Only 2 % of people has local origin - aborigines. They has very long history, for about 40 000 years old and now are mostly detribalized but there are several preserves (chránená území) in the Northwest Territory.

People in Australia are friendly, relaxed, they like to live outdoors, open.

Cities

Cities are situated on the south - east coast, were built in natural ports and harbors.

The capital city is Canberra - it was founded by an american architect in special style. It is an artifical city, seat of governments, offices, embassys, ...

Sydney

It is situated on the south - east coast where most of the people lives. It is the largest and oldest city in Australia. 3,5 million of people lives here and it is multiracial, mustiethnic and multinational city. Sydney is the capital city of New South Wales. In the port of Sydney U can see the Harbour Bridge, called „the old coathanger“ and the Sydney Opera House - the symbol of deveplopped Australian culture. It was finished from the money from lottery. It took 14 years to build it. As the English newspapers said it is one of the most important buildings in the world. It looks like a sailing boat.

Melbourne

It is younger than Sydney, 2nd largest in Australia. 3 million of people live here, it was founded around 1850 during the Gold Rush. Typical for this city is the Victorian architecture. There are many minorities - many greek people live here (they call Melbourne „the non-European capital city of Greece), there is also little Italy, many Vietnam and egypt people live here.

It is famous with its largest discoteque in the world.

History

Capitain Cook first landed on the east coast near today´s Sydney in 1770 (he has its monument in Botany Bay). Actually, he wasn´t the first who landed here, hundred years ago the Dutch came here - capitain Tasman.

In 1776 was the civil war in America and Britain can´t send its prisoners there anymore. That´s why they send them to Australia. In 1788 the first ship of british convicts (prisoners) landed here. The worst of british er, iron, lead, nickel, silver, tin, uranium, and zinc ores.

Agriculture

Only 7 % of the population work in agriculture, and only 9 % of land is arable (obdelavatelný). Australia belongs to the top exporters of beef, lamb, wool and wheat, mutton (skopové) and lamb (jehnecí). They also produce wine, barley, sugar. They produce more then they need.

Trade partners

Mainly Japan, United States, New Zealand, Great Britain.

Currency used in Australia is Australian Dollar (1,25 AD = 1 USD).

3It suffers from  word

One half of Australia are deserts. People call it „the outback“  - it is redish, very hot and dry place with no people and animals.zvuky vydávajícífrom the otrher It is situated near Alice Springs - in the middle of Australia.

There is also the school in the air -          @they teaches by radio.

p#ú  
p nation made here the foundation of modern Australia.

In 18th century brihish military and business people founded the first industry in Australia - wool industry. They brought here their language and people, their style, way of life, sheeps and rabbits.

Their architects rebuilt here the old britain, some buildings are the same as in GB.

The Commonwealth was proclaimed in 1901. About 3 million Europeans had entered Australia since 1945.

Geography

Climate - The climate here is various from warm to subtropical. They have summer when we have winter and winter when we have summer.

Water - Australia has two rivers - Murray river flows from New South Wales ot the Indian Ocean and the Darling. There are 3 big lakes - Lake Eyre, Lake Torrens and Lake Gairdner.

Mountains - The highest Australian mountain is Mt. Kosciusko (2.228 m high) in the Great Dividing Range along the Eastern coast - The Australian Alps.

Deserts - There are two deserts in the western plateau - the Great Sandy and Great Victoria Deserts. The north - western part of Western Australia and Northern Territories are arid (vyprahlý) and hot. There are practically no people.

Forests - The south - east is covered with forests of eucalyptus and other evergreen trees. The tropical forests in the north and north - east are displaced by savanna or grassland.

Animals - There are a lot of animals and some of them are, like kangoroo, Emu,  koala bear, dingo - wild dog, platypus (ptakopysk) - lays eggs, Tasmanian devil, wombat, barking and frilled lizards (štekající a                    ješterky) cannot be found anywhere else in the world. It is because of the separation of Australia of another continents. Sheeps and rabbits was brought there and they are destroying the wild nature and are a big danger for Australian farmers.

Great Barrier Reef - It extents over 12 hundreds miles along the north - west coast, the coral reef. It is a national treasure, 30 million years old. It atracts divers from all over the world, it is an oceanic wonder land with 15 hundred species of fish. Many companies attracts people to make here a diving course and to have a wonderful diving hollidays here.

Daintree Rain Forest - Millions of years ago there was warm climate and rain forests all over Australia, but the land was drying and there started to be grassland. But in Queensland is still one rain forest. There is many of plants and animals. Today this was designated by Unesco as a natural reservation. It´s a living museum - it is studied and marked, many tourists came here to see it.

The Bush - It is wild and uncultivated land of forests and trees. U can camp here freely - U are allowed to live here. Australia is one of the last countries where U can do this.

The Ayers Rock - it is a very strange place like cathedral, 335 m high. It is taken together with religious cults.

There are crocodile farms - near the city of Darwin, 7 thousand of crocodiles were taken out here to make the australian nature more safer for people.

They drive on the left and there are transcontinental traillers - road trains up to 50 metres long (one lorry and two traillers)

Tasmania

It was a second penal (trestanecká) colony. There are stil empty prisons which were founded in 1788. The capital town is Hobart. It has a Victorian architecture and it is a rich and producting place.

The wast of English were sent there and many of prisoners became free settlers. In future many other people came here to settle down. It´s a british heritage and it is like old England in 19th century.

Economy

Australia is rich, developed country. Gross National Product is very high - over 15.000 AD.

Industry

Main industries are: - iron

                                 - steel

                                 - textiles (many sheeps there)

                                 - electrical equipment

                                 - chemical

                                 - vehicles - cars, aircrafts, ship, lorryes

Minerals

Australia is very rich in minerals - mainly bauxite, coal, copp˙˙˙˙˙˙˙

