Canada





Location


Canada is situated on the north of the american continent. Ot borderst with the United States on the north and on the west with Alaska. Canada is surrounded by Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean and with the Arctic Ocean on the north.





Size


It is the largest country in the american continent and the second largest in the world. It´s area is about 10 million square kilometers.





Population


Canada has a population about 24 million. Most of population are descended from european emigrants. 45 % of population has a british or irish ancestors, 29 % french ancestors, 6 % german ancestors and only 1.5 % descended from the original indian or eskymo inhabitants. Today, there is about 20 000 original ingabitants and they fish and hunt for themselves.


Population is concentrated in the very south, near the american border, in the area of 200 - 300 miles from it, because the climate there is good. Most populated provinces are Quebec and Ontario. The climate there is warm and sunny in summer, winters are long and cold. In the north there is an arctic climate and there are only trading stations and indian and eskymo villages.





History


First settlers came from France in the 17th century. They settled down by the river St. Lawrence and they called this area New France. Then the british came. Canada became a british colonie. Britain and France were fighting over Canada for 200 years. Finally, Britain won and took control.





Status


Now is Canada an independent country with it´s own Prime Minister. The official head of state is stil the British Queen. It is a dominion of Britain. As the representant of the British Queen in Canada is the Guvernor General - it´s only formal.











Languages


Canada is a bilingual country - has two official languages. The majority of population speaks English (about 14 - 15 million of people). Most of the french speakesr live in the provence of Quebec. There are no differences between american and canadian english.





Cities


Canada´s largest city Montreal (3 million people live there) is in Quebec. The capital city is Ottawa in the provence of Ontario. Other big cities are Wancouver, Toronto, Calgary, Winipeg, Dawson. Vell known is a province of British Columbia.





Geography


Canada is a huge country. It´s longest river the Mackenzie flows 1 600 kilometers from the Breat Slave lake and from Great Bear lake to the Arctic Ocean. There is also other rivers like St. Lawrence river.


There are Cordilliers on the west - Coast mountains with Canada´s highest mountain Mt. Logan - 6 000 feet and Rocky mountains.


On the east there are lowlands, between lowlands and mountains is the prairie land with good fertile soil for wheat and other plants.


Canada has interior lakes - Great Slave lake, Great Bear lake and Lake Winnipeg. There are also great lakes on the border with United States - Lake of the Woods, Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.





Industries


Canada has many industries - cars, electronic goods industry, engineering etc.





Minerals


Canada produces almost every mineral - gold, silver, iron, copper, uranium, oil, coal, etc. It´s the worlds biggest producer of nickel, the second biggest producer of zink and the third of lead.





Forests, wood and paper


Canada is also one of the worlds biggest producers of wood and paper, especially newsprint paper and banknote paper. Over 44 % of the land is the forest.





Agriculture


Developed agriculture mostly grow wheat and breed cattle. It is very important for Canada. It produce more than they needs - they export.


They import oil, sugar.











Symbols


The national emblem of Canada is the Maple leaf. The currency is the canadian dollar.
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