Environmental problems





Europian trees in danger 


Millions of years before animals there were trees all over the world. Now they are in danger. It starts in 1970´. Many of the Elm trees in Europe were killed by dutch Elm disease. Another big danger is a threatening of the forests from northern Sweden to southern Italy. It attacks all sorts of trees - deciduous trees - Oak, Beech and Birg, conifer trees - Fire and Pine.


Tree dies in several phases - 1. The branches turn yelow and brow. 2. The trees needles or leaves fall down - the tree can´t breathe 3. The trunk and roots shrink (get smaller). 4. Finally, the tree die.


In Black forest in Germany 75 % of trees have been damaged or killed.





Killing the trees 


Propably because of air pollution (dirty air) and acid rains. Factories, power stations and cars imit tuns of smoke, which contains SO2 (sulpur dioxide)and NO2 (nitrogen dioxide). These substances mixed with water vapour in the atmosphere turns into acids - H2SO4 and HNO3. Sunlight turns these acids into poisoneous oxidants which fall in rain or snow on to the trees and kill them.   





Is it  a problem to stop acid rain?


Acid rain doesn´t always fall in the same country which produce the pollution. Wind carries these poisoneous substances from one country to another. There are no frontiers for acid rain. Companies can´t stop their busines - people needs power, heat and products which they made.





Importance of trees


They - provide home for many other plants and animals,


       - protect the flowers which grow on the forest floor,


       - provide  food for insects, birds, raptilies and many other animals,


       - protect the soil from the wind and the rain,


       - make an ecological system,


       - keeps  water,


       - stop errosion of land,


       - make the soil better.





The trees and forests are the lungs (plíce) of the Earth. They produce oxigen which we breathe. If the trees die, we will too.


Rain forests


Rain forests are in Asia and South America, near the equator (rovník). Trees there are threatened by people, not by polution. They are being destroyed fo fire wood and for building material. Something must be done.





The biggest problems of the world environment


The ozone hole


Greenhouse effect (skleníkový efekt)


Car fumes


Plastic and artifical materials


Dying of species (sorts of animals)


Surface of oceans going up


Melting (tání) of polar ice


Waste - industrial


         - domestic


         - nuclear


Overpopulation of cities and some parts of the world


Sources (zdroje) of drinking water, minerals and raw materials (suroviny) are smaller


Sources of energy


Acid rain


Soil, water, air polution


Earthquakes and landslides (sesuvy pudy)


Famine (hladomor)


Epidemic diseases


Droughts - deserts gets bigger


Recycling


Changes of the climate





Air pollution


Reasons (causes):


- car and plane fumes


- factories, power plants (stations), homes - they produce smoke


- burning waste deposits                                                                      emissions


- in fumes are - chemicals,  oil burning                                                 (it made our country)


- dust - combinated with fog = smog


- nuclear radiation


- CFC´s (freon) - from old fridges and sprays             imissions


- smoking people                                                     (coming from abroad, from another countries)





Results:


- dying of species (especially plants)


- ozone hole


- allergies


- greenhouse effect


- breathing diseasies


- cancer / tumors


- acid rain


- dying of trees





Solutions:


- find new kinds (sources) of energy


- more catalizers


- restricting the number of people


- saving energy, water, raw materials


- building filtring plants


- use clean green energy - water, wind, natural gas


- stop burning coal


- stop smoking


- more taxes on cars


- higher prices of energy


- less cars - more public transport


- send goods by rail transport


- find better technologies - machines should need less energy


- international cooperation


- use unleaded fuel





Environmental problems of Czech Republic


- air pollution - expecially car fumes (in Prague and big     cities)


- dying of forests


- gold mines - at Šumava


- old coal mines - open coal mining around Most - north Bohemia


- Temelín - nuclear power plant


- water pollution - rivers, we need more sewage plants (cistírny odpadních vod)


- soil errosion, land slides - after the floods - near Vsetín, Jeseníky mountains


- highway to Germany


- sorting out and depositing of waste


- protection against floods





Nuclear power - Yes or No


positives - clean air


            - efficient (úcinnost) is bigger than in coal power plants


            - if Temelín would  start  working - 60% or our energy will be nuclear


negatives - safety


          - depositing of nuclear waste


Highways - Are they better?


positives - faster movement


          - better conection


          - EU


          - more comfortable


          - safer


negatives - it changes the countryside


          - concentration of fumes


          - very expensive to build





How we can help the environment?





Government - local


           - center


- issue a highway duty stamps, sticks


- make higher consumer taxes (spotrební dan)


- make stricter lawa on the environment + give fines for not keeping it


- see that the law is kept


- build filters on the chimneys


- give more money from the budget to helping the environment


- found environmental police


- make more national parks, reservations





Ecological movements (Greenpeace, Children of the Earth, Rainbow,...)


- make carless day


- make advertising for clean air, water,...


- strike


- demonstrate


- stop the trafic (for example they stopped train with nuclear waste in Germany)


- show the problems


- should show how to do it





Specialists (scientists)


- invent new technologies and know how


- invent new machines that saves tne energy and environment


- find new source of energy, materials,...





We


- stop smoking in rooms, where are other non - smoking people


- use public transportation


- sort out the waste (garbage, trash)


- avoud doing noise


- drink and eat clean drinks and food


- use energy saving machines, things


- not to use furtilisers (umelá hnojiva), use dung (hnuj)


- use natural products


- prefer natural materials, walking


- help with recycling


- save energy, water ...





What should government do in Prostejov


- clean the Hloucela - river


                     - park


- better public transportation


- run electricity


- plant more trees


- force people to sort the waste out and make conditions for it


- make a by - pass (obchvat)


- avoid noise
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