London





history


It was founded by Romans in 43 A. D. They built a bridge over the River Thames and built a town around the northern end of the bridge. They also built a wall around London (parts of it still exist). This area is called the City of London, now it is a small part of whole city. Roman London was a large and important center of trade till the Roman legions left Britain in 409 A. D. When William of Normandy invaded Englad and became king in 1066, London was the most importatn city in England.


By the twelfth century there were two cities in the area of London - the City of London - asociated with financial and commercial activities, and on the west side of the river - the City of Westminster - asociated with the king, government, parliament and the church.  They were physically separate, relations between this two cities were not always good, partly because the king was often heavily in debt (dluh) to city financiers.  The City of London had its own elected mayor, known as the Lord Mayor, and the kind or queen of England couldn´t  enter the City of London without the Lord Mayor´s permission (povolení).


In the thirteen century, Lombard bankers from Northern Italy played and important part in the development (vývoj) of banking services in the City of London.  They backed (podporovali) the voyages of discovery in the sixteentg and seventeentg centuries. Ships sailed to the Americas, Asia and Africa to trade in tobacco, sugar, spices, gold and slaves. The profits (zisky) from the sale of the cargo were shared out  amongst (mezi) those who had financed the voyage. These men were known as Merchant Venturers (obchodní odvážlivci).





historical monuments and sights


Buckingham palace - in the center, seat of royal family and the Queen, everyday people dame to see the changing of the guards - the new guards of 30 guardsmen march to the palace to change the old guards


The Tower -  one of the oldest buildings, it was built about 9 hundreds years ago. It is near the bridge across the Thames.  It was built to guard the bridge, to lead the  town. Many kings lived here, than it became a prison. Now there are the crown jewels and it is  a museum. Beefeathers guard the tower and guide the visitors. Their cloths are inspirated by the  uniforms of the guards from  the year 1500.


The Tower bridge - It is one of the many bridges over the Thames. It´s middle can open and big ships can go to the port. It had to guard the city of London.


London ports - In London was a busy port with many ships cames from places all over the world. They brought commodities - wool, tea, rubber, coffee, tabacco, spices, sugar, cotton .... Big ships stayed in the mouth of the Thames. Now in the docs are historical ships and pleasure boats, and the port is in the mouth of the river Thames. 


Down the river is the Greenwich, naval college and there is the ship Cuttie shark - it brought tea from China.


In the center is the st. Paul´s cathedral - it was reconstructed 300 years ago in 1666, after the great fire of London. The architect was Mr. Wren. Prince Charles and princess Diana was married there.


Westminster - There is the House of parliament (the House of commons and the House of lords) and Westminster Abbey.


Big Ben - the bell, above the House of parliament, it is the biggest clock in the world. 9 million tourst came to see it every year. It is near the busy streets - Oxford street and Strand street.


Trafalgar square - there is a statue of capitain Nelson as a memory of a great victory. He was the head of the pigeons.


National galery - it is the biggest british ar museum


There are many departments stores - the biggest are Garrods selfridges, Marks and Spencer.


There also many other places - London parks and ZOO, Salvation army, Royal opera and theaters, Picadilly circus, ....





London as a commercial center


There are many banks - central bank


                     - 4 clearing banks - Barclays, Midlands, National Westminster


                     - other domestic banks


There are also insurance companies (Lloyds) and exchanges (Stock, shipping, commodity, Baltic).





importance of London


It is a center of:


- trade


- finance


- culture


- politics


- administration


- education


- transportation


- tourism and traveling


There live a 10 million of people, London has 4 airports, the biggest is Heathrow, and there is the oldest subway in the world. It has 10 lines, it´s called the tube and it was built in 1863.





Industry in London:


- catering (potravinářský) - foods and drinks


- light engeneering (lehké strojírenství)


- textile and clothing


- printing


- consumer goods producer (spotřební zboží)


- chemical





