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Prague

Location

It is situated in the middle of Bohemia, on the Vltava river.

Names given to Prague

* City of 100 towers (spires)

* Golden city

* Golden chapel over the Vltava

* Mother of cities

Getting to Prague

It is easy to get there from abroad - U can get plane, train, coach, own car. There is good conection by rail or highway.

It has importance as a

* center of culture
 - a lot of cinemas, radio stations and TV stations (ateliers on   

   Barrandov, Kavcí Hory), ZOO

 - theatres (1883 ND was opened, Kafka theater, The Black    

   Theater, Karlín musical theater - english speaking)

 - painting galeries (Prag castle, Stemberk palace, Zbraslav, st.   

   Agnes convent (Anezský klášter) - the national galery is there

 - wax museum

 - festivals - Prag spring musical festival - Smetana´s My 
country, TV festival (golden lion,...)

 - exhibitions - art

* center of education

 - many high schools, universities (1384 - Charles university, 
1707            - technical university)

* center of politics

 - parliament, government, supreme court (nejvyšší soud) and the     president have it´s seat there

* center of cultural life in CR 

 - concerts of world known pop stars takes place on Strahov and 
  Letná

* business and comercial center

- foreign trade, stock exchange, comodity exchange

 
- CNB has its headquaters here 


- insurance companies

* center of transport and travelling


- 200 trains all over the country 


- 3/4 of million people every day use the network of metro


- Florenc - bus terminal, buses to foreign countries and all over 
         the CR


- highway to 5 directions


- Ruzyne airport - 3 million people per year

* tourist center

- 70 million tourists a year visit Prague


- 25 thousands of foreign residents live in Prague for longer 
time

* big consumer market
* center of architecture

- architecture styles from Baroque to Dancing house


- there are 50 palaces (Cernínský,...), castles, historical 
buildings, over 100  churches

* historical meaning

- the history of Czech nation started there - Ist Czech kings 
   lived there


- John Huss - his movement in Bethlehem Chapel


- Charles IV., Rudolf II.


- Habsburks (occupation, they ruled, governed Bohemia)


- 1620 - battle on White hill


- 1918 - Czech Republic was founded


- October 1939 - shot dead of Jan Opletal


- 1942 - assassination of Heidrich


- august 1968, 1989

Industry

* CKD - heavy ingeneering

* TATRA Smíchov - trains, underground trains

* LETOV - planes

* TESLA Holešovice

* AVIA

* ORION

Sights of Prague

Prague has it´s disctricts:

* Old Town


- gun powder gate


- the Town Hall with astronomical clock from 1490


- Old Town Square


- Jewish Cemetery with Synagogues - there is the grave of Rabi 

   
Low


- Bethlehem Chapel, Týn Church


- John Huss Statue

* New Town


- Wenceslas Square with the st. Wenceslas Statue


- the avenues Národní trída and Príkopy


- National Theater

* The Lesser Town


- Charles Bridge with it´s statues


- Neruda Street


- St. Nicholas Church (1770)

* Hradcany


- the Prague Castle


- St. Vitus Cathedral (1344)


- Golden Lane


- National Gallery


- Strahov Monastery


- Loreta


- Daliborka tower

-The Vyšehrad Castle with graves of world - known personalities   

  (Smetana, Capek, Dvorák, Fibich, Mucha, Aleš, Mánes, Nezval, 

  Sládek, Destinová, Mucha, Neruda, Svabinský,...)

- Petrín look - out tower, Zizkov TV Tower, Vinohrady TV Tower

- Dobríš castle - exhibitions of sculptures

- the Dancing House

- Zbraslav Castle

- Krizík´s fountain

For foreigners

They are interested in Prague of John Huss, Charles IV., Rudolph II.

Franz Kafka, Jan Palach and V. Havel.

It is a historical city with art galleries, old pubs, concert halls, antique shops, exhibition halls, monuments of famous people and famous places,...

Prague has it´s own spirit and magic of an old town.
